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A new framework of preceptor training and  
support is under review, to establish the  
minimum standards for preceptor training  
and preparation across Ramsay (QLD) 
 hospitals.  "We are currently exploring the 
 feasibility of a new framework for preceptor 
 training and support, which we hope will  
encourage continuing professional development amongst preceptors, 
provide a forum for sharing expertise and experiences, and incorporate a 
strategy for recognising their contribution”  Dee May (Gradplus QLD) 
reported. 
 
The Diamond Club supports this strategy and details will be featured in 
future editions of the newsletter. 
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Social networking with Face Book – a hit with 
Gradplus QLD grads 
 

In response to feedback, Gradplus recently developed a Face Book page 
exclusive to Ramsay Health Care graduates in QLD.  The page provides QLD 
graduates with a forum for debriefing, supporting and socialising with each other. 
 
All graduates will receive a personal email inviting them to join the Gradplus QLD 
Face Book page (participation is voluntary). If you haven’t already received your 
invitation please contact your hospitals Gradplus coordinator. 
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Name: Joanne Cupples 
Hospital: North West Private Hospital 
 
Particular area of interest in 
nursing: I thoroughly enjoyed 
both medical and general  
surgical nursing and found 
management challenging but 
my great passion is for  
Professional Development  
 
Background in nursing:  
�  Bachelor of Nursing 
�  Grad Certificate in Health Science Education 
�  Cert IV in Training & Assessment  
 
Areas of research or education in nursing: 
Nothing published but have spent and am still 
spending many hours researching and writing 
papers for my Masters in Health Science 
Education.  
 
After finishing my studies I worked in Australia 
and England eventually finding myself in 
management in the private hospital sector. Later I 
followed my passion for education and joined the 
education team at North West Private Hospital in 
Brisbane. The rest as they say is history. At North 
West I have a particular interest in Mandatory 
Training, Orientation, the graduate program, 
undergraduate program, mentoring and teaching 
preceptorship.  
 
What attracted me to North West Private 
Hospital: The size of the hospital and the 
philosophy of the management running it. Good 
people who care about what they do and who they 
help. It is small enough to have the personal touch 
and big enough to make an impact on the local 
community and the people we care for.   It is a 
great place to work!       
 
Tell us about your photo: After I turned 40 I 
declared to all, “no more photos”. This was a 
compulsory photo for my work ID badge. 
Otherwise I would be faceless.     
 
Favourite book: Anything by Jane Austin or 
Daphne Du Maurier. Although, all I read these 
days are textbooks for my studies!           
 
Favourite movie:  I love a good chick flick. 
Lately I would recommend The Jane Austin Book 
Club or The Holiday.      
 
Favourite Website: Don’t have one but I do find 
myself drawn to my children’s MSN sites.  Helps 
me find out what they are up to. 
 
Favourite holiday/travel destination: I’ve 
been lucky with travel. America was a favourite 
destination for excitement, England for its history, 
Florence for its beauty, gold and leather, Greece 
for the food and beaches. However you can’t go 
past Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. The beaches 
are magnificent, the restaurants yummy and only 
an hours drive from Brisbane. 
 
What’s playing on my iPod: I love Coldplay, 
U2, Greenday, Pink and Good Charlotte at the 
moment. 
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I completed my nursing studies over a period 
of five years, while supporting myself with  
part time and some periods of full time work 
in nursing homes. This, combined with my  
experiences as an exchange student in  
Switzerland gave me a broad range of life  
experiences on which to base a nursing  
career. 
 
After obtaining my degree, I took a job as  
a Registered Nurse at Dalby Hospital.  
For the next year and a half, I cared for patients with a wide	range of 
illnesses both medical and surgical. I also underwent training as a scrub 
nurse which enabled me to work in theatre, including on call work, in 
addition to working on the ward. 
 
I started work at Greenslopes Private Hospital in 2005. Ward 5 is a 
medical ward, specializing in Endocrinology, Nephrology, and 
Hypertension. It was while working here that I underwent the hospitals 
Clinical Nurse Fast Track	Program and became a Clinical Nurse. 
 
In January 2009 I began my current role at Greenslopes as a Graduate 
Facilitator. It is a role that even in this short time I enjoy immensely, and I 
look forward to the challenges	it will bring in the future. 
 
INTERESTING FACT ABOUT MEGAN: Understands Egyptian 
 hieroglyphics and speaks German. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gradplus QLD Intranet 
An intranet site for Gradplus QLD is under 
construction, and we are currently seeking comment 
from staff regarding the content of the intranet.  All 
suggestions are welcomed and can be emailed to 
mayd@ramsayhealth.com.au   
 

We look forward to receiving your ideas! 

Contribute to our newsletter: The Gradplus newsletter will be distributed quarterly and we welcome any 
articles and/or photos you may have for inclusion in the newsletter…  Please email your success stories and 
suggestions to mayd@ramsayhealth.com.au�
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John Flynn Private Hospital recently won a photo competition run by the 
Nursing Post, which features career and educational opportunities in Australia 
and abroad. 
 

The photo taken at the “Patient Assessment” study day for the 2008 Graduate 
RNs, pictures Allison Foster - RN ICU, Jessica Hearn – RN Cardiothoracic, 
Emily Wisemantel - RN Medical 4a, Nikki Mainsbridge - RN Oncology and 
Claire Oliver-CNE renal dialysis.  
 
“The photo was taken at the end of the study day, when we were enjoying 
afternoon tea with the graduates who were due to commence the 2008 mid-
year program”, said Liz Jones – Gradplus Coordinator at John Flynn.  “I chose 
this photo because I felt it really portrayed the great comradeship and 
friendships that are formed here on our program – it’s a bright happy photo!”    
 

Liz Jones hopes that winning the  
competition and being on the front  
cover of the next edition of the 
Nursing Post will bring the  
graduates some recognition for their  
efforts.  
 

The photo is set to appear on the 
 front cover of Issue 4 of the  
Nursing Post due out on Monday  
2nd of March!   
 

 

Make sure to keep an eye out for the next issue! 
 

INITIAL IMPRESSIONS 
 
Gradplus has just released the “Initial 
Impressions” survey for the January 
and February 2009 Graduates. 
 
This is your opportunity to provide us 
with feedback, so we can continue to 
meet your learning and support needs. 
 
For more information, please contact 
the Gradplus Coordinator in your 
hospital. 

2008 RN grads and Claire Oliver (Educator) 
John Flynn Private Hospital 

 

 

Preceptor of the Month – HESTA State 
Awards 
 
Gradplus QLD has recently launched a Preceptor of the Month award.  Proudly 
supported by HESTA, the monthly state awards program will be rolled-out in March 
2009.   
 
“The Preceptor of the Month state award is just one way of recognising and rewarding 
the contribution of Ramsay preceptors.  Successful nominees will receive a $100 gift 
voucher, as a token of our appreciation for their commitment to the support and 
development of Ramsay staff” Dee May said. 
 
How can you nominate your preceptor for this award? 
 
Graduates and students will have the opportunity to nominate their preceptor for the 
monthly state awards, by completing a nomination form and submitting to their 
hospital Gradplus Coordinator. 
 
For more information, please contact your hospital Gradplus Coordinator. 
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Qualifications: 
Bachelor of Nursing 
Graduate Certificate in Nursing  
(Medical/Surgical) 
Masters of Health Services Management 
Certificate IV Workplace Training and 
 Assessment 

 
Background experience: 
Commenced nursing in April 1996 as an AIN 
while completing undergraduate nursing degree. 
 
1998, on completion of undergraduate degree, participated in Graduate 
Nurse Program at Greenslopes Private Hospital. Continued to work at GPH 
as a Registered and then Clinical Nurse until September 2003, in a mix of 
surgical areas including Hepato-Biliary, Colorectal, ENT, Plastics, Cardio-
Thoracic and Vascular Surgery. 
 
2003-2005 worked at the Wesley Hospital as Clinical Nurse in the Urology 
and General Surgery ward. 
 
Returned to Greenslopes for a short while (late 2005- mid 2007) as a 
Clinical Nurse in the Hepato-Biliary, Colorectal, ENT & Plastics ward.  
Left to pursue an opportunity as a Clinical Facilitator and then Nursing 
Lecturer in the VET sector. 
 
March 2008 returned to GPH as a Clinical facilitator. 
 
Current Role and How Long: 
Acting Graduate Program Coordinator since January 2009. 
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Qualifications:  
Bachelor of Nursing – Queensland University 
 of Technology 
Graduate Certificate in Emergency Nursing –  
Griffith University 
Master of Advanced Practice (Emergency 
 Nursing) – Griffith University 
 
Background clinical experience: 
I commenced a Bachelor of Science (Medical Science) at the Queensland 
University of Technology and changed to nursing studies after two years. 
During university study, I worked at the Wesley Radiation Oncology as Patient 
Accounts Manager and also at the Mater Private Hospital in the Haematology 
and Oncology ward as an AIN. 
 
After graduation, I commenced as an RN at the Royal Brisbane Hospital 
Emergency Department and completed the Transition to Emergency Nursing 
Program as well as competencies in Mechanical Ventilation, Advanced Life 
Support, Transfer of Ventilated Patients, Preceptor Program and was a 
member of the Cardiac Arrest Team. During this time, I also worked as a 
Nurse Anaesthetist and Theatre Scrub Nurse for a Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeon. 
 
Prior to commencing work at Greenslopes Hospital, I worked as Nursing 
Services Manager for Nursing Australia furthering my knowledge in clinical 
education processes and nursing development. 
 
Current Role and How Long: 
Commenced at Greenslopes Hospital as Graduate Clinical Facilitator in 
January 2009. 
 


